Pinellas Education
Foundation

Walker’s Rising Stars

Background

The Walker’s Rising Stars Scholarship Competition is funded by the Pinellas Education Foundation
and noted Bay Area neurosurgeon, Dr. Jeffrey Walker. Through this program, scholarships are
awarded to the top arts students in Pinellas County Schools (as determined by the competition.)
The competition and awards show are administered and produced by the Pinellas Education
Foundation in partnership with Pinellas County Schools. The Ryan Wells Foundation will present
Rising Stars’ scholarships in the Culinary Arts category.

There are 6 categories of the Walker’s Rising Stars program:
Dance
Theatre
Instrumental Music
Vocal
Visual Arts
Culinary

Applications

e Studentsin all fields (other than culinary arts) will apply online at
www.pinellaseducation.org. All applications must be submitted in their entirety
by October 15,2021 at 5 p.m.

e The application process will be available to all Pinellas County Public School juniors
and seniors.

e The application process will be publicized by the Pinellas Education Foundation
and Pinellas County Schools through print and social media as well as school
announcements.

e The culinary aspect of the program is directed by the Ryan Wells Foundation and
all inquiries about the culinary competition should be directed to them.

Judges
e Judges for all phases of the adjudication process in the fields of dance, vocal,

instrumental, theater, and visual arts will be selected based on their ability to fairly
and professionally represent and judge all genres in each category.

e Toensure impartiality, the top and bottom score for each competitor will be
eliminated in the preliminary round, with the final score being the total of the
middle 3 scores for each competitor (sometimes referred to as Olympic judging).

e Every effort will be made to secure judges for the semi-final and final rounds who
do not have a current affiliation with the students being judged. Judges cannot be
a current private instructor of a contestant.


http://www.pinellaseducation.org/

e For the semi-final and final competition there will be a minimum of 3 judges in each
performing category, with the final score for each competitor being the total of the
combined judges’ scores. Judges will deliberate to determine placements in the
event of ties.

Preliminary Performing Arts Auditions

Preliminary auditions will be held for the performing arts categories (instrumental, theatre, vocal
and dance) via a student-submitted YouTube video, a link to which must be included in the
student’s initial application. Judges’ scores will determine which students advance to the semi-
final round of the competition. Visual arts students will be invited to submit their portfolios to an
online application for adjudication by a panel of expert judges.

e All performing arts competitors are asked to perform 2 contrasting pieces.

e Each piece should be no more than three minutes in length, the total being no
more than 6 minutes in length for the two contrasting pieces. Failure to submit 2
contrasting pieces will result in disqualification.

e Students applyingin the fields of vocal, instrumental, dance, and theatre must
submit their YouTube video audition link with the online application.

o Ifusingacell phoneto record, please record horizontally.

o If possible, record your audition in front of a plain, solid background.

o Make sure you have good lighting to record your video.

o Video framing should be appropriate to your performance (close up for
stationary monologue, wide shot for dance, etc.)

o Atthe beginning of your video introduce yourself, give the name of your
school and the name of your performance piece or pieces.

o Please submit only one video containing both pieces along with
introductions. Do not submit separate videos for each piece.

o Upload your YouTube video as UNLISTED before cutting and pasting the
link into your Walker’s Rising Stars application in the box provided.

o Thelink to your YouTube audition video must remain active until after the
Walker’s Rising Stars final competition in May 2022.

e Competitors will be judged on their overall skill, creativity and artistic expression.

e Students are encouraged to choose their best work. Do not choose works that are
more difficult than your current level of proficiency to impress the judges.

e Auditions are open to SOLOISTS ONLY.

e Participants must be in good standing with Pinellas County Schools and in
compliance with the Student Code of Conduct.

Semifinal Performing Arts Auditions

Following the judging of the preliminary audition videos, semi-finalists will be notified and judges’
critiques provided to the advancing semi-finalists.



Based on scoring of the preliminary auditions, a maximum of 20 students from each performance
category will move on to the semifinal round.

Based on preliminary audition scores, the top student from each Pinellas County
public high school that is represented among the preliminary competitors in each
category, will automatically be included for judging in the semi-final round (total
of up to 16).

The remaining slots in each category (up to a maximum of 20) will be filled with
the remaining top competitors in each category based on individual scores,
regardless of school.

If competitors are not available from each high school, the top student from each
competing school will advance to the semifinals and the remaining slots will be
filled with the top scoring competitors from the remaining pool.

Same rules from the preliminary auditions will apply to the competitors for each
discipline.

Note: Pinellas County Schools COVID guidelines at the time of the semi-final round of
competition will guide the decision about the semi-final audition format, and more information
about this round will be made available at a later date.

Visual Arts Applications and Judging

Final Judging

Students will be judged in one round.
Students will need to submit an application by October 15, 2021 at 5 p.m.
Instructions for the submission of your portfolios will be sent to visual arts
competitors following the application deadline.
Students will submit their art work no later than January 14, 2022 to the Pinellas
Education Foundation online site.
Students must submit a total of 5 unique pieces to be adjudicated (no more and
no fewer). Failure to submit a complete portfolio of 5 unique works will result in
disqualification.
Judging will take place in February of 2022.
A minimum of 3 judges with one alternate will be needed to complete judging.

o Every effort will be made to have judges who do not have a current

affiliation with Pinellas County Schools
o Judges cannot be a current private instructor of a contestant

The final judging for Walker’s Rising Stars has tentatively been scheduled for May 12, 2022 at the
Mahaffey Theater in St. Petersburg.

Based on the semifinal audition scores, the top students in each category will
advance to the final live performance round of competition.

There will be no fewer than 3 and no more than 5 finalists in each category for the
final round of competition.

No Pinellas County public high school may be represented by more than 2
students in each category in the final round.



If the scores of more than 2 students from a single school would place them
among the finalists, the lowest scoring students will be eliminated from
competition and the next highest scoring student from the remaining schools will

advance into the final position in each category.



How to Upload Your Walker's Rising Stars Audition Video to YouTube

1. Gotowww.youtube.com and click "SIGN IN" in the top right-hand corner.

2. If you already have a Google account, then enter your email address and password.
If you don't, you'll need to create one by clicking on "Create an account".

Google
Signin

to continue to YouTube

Email or phone

Forgot email?

Not your computer? Use Guest mode to sign in privately.

Learn more
Create account Next
English (United Kingdom) ~ Help Privacy Terms

3. Forthose creating an account, enter your details.

Google

Create your Google Account

Continue to YouTube

First name
Last name

Your email address

You'll need to confirm that this email belongs to you

Create a new Gmail address instead

One account. All of Google
working for you.

Password Confirm

Use 8 or more characters with a mix of letters, numbers &
symbols

[J Show password

Sign in instead Next

English (United Kingdom) ~ Help Privacy Terms


http://www.youtube.com/

4. After signingin, click the camera-shaped "Create" icon in the top right-hand
corner. This will open a drop-down menu. In the drop-down menu, click "Upload
video".
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5. Click "Select files".

Upload videos

LS

Drag and drop video files to upload
‘Your videos will be private until you publish them.

SELECT FILES

By submitting your videos ta YouTube, you acknowledge that you agree to YouTube's Terms of Service and Community Guidelines

Please be sure not to violate others’ copyright or privacy rights. Leam more

6. Navigate to where your video is stored on your computer, and select your video.

€ Open X

« v 1 1 > ThisPC > Videos > Audition video v O || P SearchAudition video bort=978"columnType"%3A"date" %2C"sortOrder"%3A"DESCENDING"%7D

Organize ~ New folder =~ m @
@ OneDrive

= This PC

B 3D Objects
[ Desktop
Documents Bryant Paez - Vocal

¥ Downloads

b Music

=] Pictures

B videos

2. Windows-SSD (C)
- MATTHEW MOV | 1,

File name: | Bryant Paez - Vocal A4 ‘ |AII Files

Drag and drop video files to upload

Your videos will be private until you publish them.

SELECT FILES

By submitting your videos to YouTube, you acknowledge that you agree to YouTube's Terms of Service and Community Guidelines.

Please be sure not to violate others’ copyright or privacy rights. Learn more



7. Your video will begin uploading. It may take a few minutes. On the "Details" tab,
make sure your name and category are in the "Title" box.

Bryant Paez - Vocal Savedasdraft [l

Details Video elements Checks Visibility

o

Details

Title (required) @
Bryant Paez - Vocal

Processing video...

Description (2
Tell viewers about your video

Video link
https://youtu.be/AO5Hblo4Kn4

@

Filename

Bryant Paez - Vocal. mp4

Thumbnail
Select or upload a picture that shows what's in your video. A good thumbnail stands out and
draws viewers' attention. Learn more

L]

Upload complete ... Processing will begin shortly

8. Scroll down to "Audience" and select "No, it's not made for kids" (see red arrow).
Then, click the "NEXT" button in the bottom right-hand corner (see yellow arrow).

Bryant Paez - Vocal Savingdraft.. A X

Details Video elements Checks Visibility

o

Audience
This video is set to not made for kids ~ Set by you

Regardless of your location, you're legally required to comply with the Children's Online
Privacy Protection Act (COPPA) and/or other laws. You're required to tell us whether your
videos are made for kids. What's content made for kids? Processing video...

Features like personalized ads and notifications won't be available on videos made for
@ kids. Videos that are set as made for kids by you are more likely to be recommended
alongside other kids’ videos. Learn more
Video link

O Yes, it's made for kids https://youtu.be/AO5Hblo4Kn4

@ No, it's not made for kids Filename
Bryant Paez - Vocal. mp4

v Age restriction (advanced)

SHOW MORE

Paid promotion, tags, subtitles, and more

+ @ Processing 95% ...




9. Continue clicking "NEXT" until you reach the "Visibility" tab.
IMPORTANT: Click on the "Unlisted" option (see red arrow). This will ensure that
your audition video is not publicly visible. Then, click the "SAVE" button in the
bottom right-hand corner (see yellow arrow).

Bryant Paez - Vocal Savedasdrait A X

Details Video elements Checks Visibility

@ 0 < O

visibility

Choose when to publish and who can see your video

(® Save or publish 1
Make your video public, unlisted, or private ‘_

3
O Private 5 ,| k
Only you and people you choose can watch your video L
o e—

® Unlisted ~ ) 0057034 e
Anyone with the video link can watch your video

O Ppublic

Everyone can watch your video Video [in

"
https://youtu.be/AOSHblo4Kn4 D
Set as instant Premiere (®

O Schedule
Select a date to make your video public

4 Q Processing HD version

10. Once your video has finished uploading, copy its URL to your application for
submission.

11. If you have any problems uploading your video, please contact Michael Vetter
vetterm@pcsb.org. We will do what we can to help. Thank you for applying to
Walker’s Rising Stars!



mailto:vetterm@pcsb.org
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